
Happy Holydays

We have entered into that season that inspires the most awe for the year. All the outdoor
activities of the Spring, Summer, and Fall have ceased and we are, for the most part, happy to hunker
down in our houses beside a fireplace, if you have one, with a cup of hot chocolate and
marshmallows. Singing together can reduce stress hormones and increase fellowship. Writing
thoughtful holiday cards can not only help us feel more optimistic about life but it can promote
health as opposed to those who keep a negative journal. The quieter and more contemplative we get,
the more sacred the season becomes.  In spite of how the world is taking advantage of the season,
even the world has a sense that you really shouldn't be messing around with the sacred. 

We run the risk of reacting to the abuses by the world  by diminishing our efforts to decorate and
join in the spirit of the season. I believe that would be a very big mistake. I want to preach about the
Holydays, which is not a misprint in the bulletin. We spell holiday with an i, but  it only takes a
moment to remember that a holiday is not something you go on, leaving work behind, but it is a holy
day, a time to leave work behind and give attention to the sacred. 

Some sensitive souls fear that they are caving into the world by joining in the celebration of the
season. We  should not look at it as us joining in with the world's revelry. We should be trying to
celebrate the holy and exalting the majesty of God. We should realize that the world is trying to join
in with us and can't help but taint the season. In doing so, they demonstrate their yearning for God
and why it is the world needs salvation. Don't be discouraged by what people do to the season, but
be thankful that they are showing their innate need for God.

1. An emphasis on the physical is not always out of order.

First, I want to point out that worship is not only spiritual. It is true that we are warned that true
worship is from the spirit and in truth. 

John 4:23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

We worship God in spirit and in truth, but this does not preclude the physical. The Old
Testament is filled with imagery to inspire people with the greatness of God.

Ps 3:3 But thou, O LORD, art a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head. 

Ps 5:7 But as for me, I will come into thy house in the multitude of thy mercy: and in thy fear
will I worship toward thy holy temple.

Ps 9:11 Sing praises to the LORD, which dwelleth in Zion: declare among the people his
doings.

Ps 18:2 The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in
whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.
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There is nothing inherently wrong with statues and images. Moses was commanded to make the
Ark of the Covenant to sit in the Holy of holies. On the Ark of the Covenant, he was to have statues
of two angels placed.

Exod 25:10,18-20  And they shall make an ark of shittim wood: two cubits and a half shall
be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the
height thereof.
18And thou shalt make two cherubims of gold, of beaten work shalt thou make them, in the
two ends of the mercy seat.
19And make one cherub on the one end, and the other cherub on the other end: even of the
mercy seat shall ye make the cherubims on the two ends thereof.
20And the cherubims shall stretch forth their wings on high, covering the mercy seat with
their wings, and their faces shall look one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces
of the cherubims be.

The problem is not the images, it is what people do with them. In Exodus 20, you have to read
the whole commandment about what God says about the use of physical images.

Exod 20:4-5 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:
5Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me;

The problem is not the physical images. The problem is bowing down and reverencing them.
Now here is where a lot of double talk comes in. Concerning the veneration of images, the Catholic
Encyclopedia says,

[The holy Synod commands] that images of Christ, the Virgin Mother of God, and other
saints are to be held and kept especially in churches, that due honour and reverence (debitum
honorem et venerationem) are to be paid to them, not that any divinity or power is thought
to be in them for the sake of which they may be worshipped, or that anything can be asked
of them, or that any trust may be put in images, as was done by the heathen who put their
trust in their idols [Psalm 134:15 sqq.], but because the honour shown to them is referred to
the prototypes which they represent, so that by kissing, uncovering to, kneeling before
images we adore Christ and honour the saints whose likeness they bear. 
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07664a.htm

This is so much double talk. The commandment does not make a distinction between images for
false gods or the true God. It says not to bow down to the images. Let me just simply repeat the
command: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them. The problem with images is
what people do with them. We have an example of this in 2 Kings with Hezekiah. People had taken
the brass serpent that was used under Moses and began to burn incense to it. Hezekiah degraded it
and treated it like trash.
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2Kgs 18:4 He removed the high places, and brake the images, and cut down the groves, and
brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had made: for unto those days the children of
Israel did burn incense to it: and he called it Nehushtan.

Hezekiah broke it into pieces and demonstrated that there was no power in it. It had been used
in its time when Israel was in the wilderness, but it was no thing to be venerated.

2. Celebrate holiness.

We do not just live holy lives, we are supposed to celebrate in holiness. 
The nature of holiness is to be special. When we pay attention to holiness in our lives, we are

trying to not participate in everything common. We are special to God and need to live a life that is
characterized by God's holiness and righteousness. This doesn't mean that we can't do anything the
world does, just not everything. We look at the world in a more discerning way and start to separate
the good and the bad. It is easy to make the mistake of treating things as just special, but not special
to God. In holiness, we have to be careful to treat everything as special to God. 

Thanksgiving is often described as the only truly Christian holiday because it is entirely religious
and untainted by the world...but there are efforts to change that. Easter is perhaps the only holiday
that is Biblical because it is associated with the Passover. Although it is tainted by paganism with
rabbits and eggs, the emphasis is on the resurrection. Actually, we celebrate Easter every Sunday. 
The New Testament believers started meeting on the first day of the week, instead of the Jewish
Sabbath, and called it the Lord's Day. The Lord's Day was in recognition of the resurrection of Christ
on the first day of the week. God worked six days and rested. Christ was raised on the first day
representing God's re-creation and the newness of life in the new week.

For many Christians, Christmas is a non religious holiday. It is special, but not holy. The world
does its best to try to gut Christmas of anything religious. They use the phony excuse of not wanting
to offend non-Christians and then proceed to offend the Christians, the very people they want to
fleece.  It is counterproductive to do that. If they ever managed to get rid of Christ, what will they
celebrate? Greed?

How dreadful it must be to be an atheist who has no sense of holiness. If materialism is the
ultimate reality, life is reduced to a mere set of mathematical formulas and we are nothing more than
eating machines. If I do not have being that transcends the physical world, then how do you justify
inspiration?

2Tim 3:1-5 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
2For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
3Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of
those that are good,
4Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;
5Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

Atheists can have a synthetic holiness and morality, but no true inspiration or morality. They
might have the form of holiness, but there is no power in it, no authority in it.
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The child of God sees beyond the material and stands in awe of God and celebrates His holiness.

3. It is not only good to celebrate, God deserves our celebration.

Now here is the point, not just that God is holy, but that He should be celebrated because He is
holy. 

How can we help it? Just knowing Jesus the Savior came here amongst us ought to fill us with
a worshipful praise and awe filled celebration.

John 1:14-18 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
15John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh
after me is preferred before me: for he was before me.
16And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.
17For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.
18No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the
Father, he hath declared him. 

1John 1:1-4 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;
2(For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that
eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;)
3That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship
with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.
4And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. 

When we think of the praise and celebration in heaven over Jesus Christ, we look pretty cheap
if we don't praise Him and celebrate Him.

Rev 4:8-11 And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of
eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,
which was, and is, and is to come.
9And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who
liveth for ever and ever,
10The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him
that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,
11Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all
things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 

Rev 5:11-13 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and
the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands;
12Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches,
and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.

Happy Holydays – 4



13And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as
are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and
power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.

God is glorified in our praising Him.

Ps 22:3 But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.

Ps 66:1-2 Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands:
2Sing forth the honour of his name: make his praise glorious.

Ps 104:33-34 I will sing unto the LORD as long as I live: I will sing praise to my God while
I have my being.
34My meditation of him shall be sweet: I will be glad in the LORD.

Ps 147:1 Praise ye the LORD: for it is good to sing praises unto our God; for it is pleasant;
and praise is comely.

1Chr 16:8-11 Give thanks unto the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds
among the people.
9Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him, talk ye of all his wondrous works.
10Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD.
11Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his face continually.

Ps 57:7-11 My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise.
8Awake up, my glory; awake, psaltery and harp: I myself will awake early.
9I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people: I will sing unto thee among the nations.
10For thy mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy truth unto the clouds.
11Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: let thy glory be above all the earth. 

In some places, having a time of praise is only synonymous with having the rock worship band
do a performance in front of people and call it leading in worship.

We should look for ways to celebrate in praise to God. Thank God for every opportunity to
celebrate and praise Him.

Celebrate God with your testimonies.
Celebrate Him with your singing.
Celebrate Him with Christmas, and Easter, and Thanksgiving.
Celebrate Him with your skits.
Celebrate Him with your music.
Celebrate Him with art.
Celebrate Him with poetry.
Celebrate Him with your cooking.
Celebrate Him with making every Sunday special.
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Celebrate Him in your home.

While the Christians are celebrating, though, it would be a sad thing for anyone  to turn your nose
up at what Christ has done. Reports will start to flow in about some elitist educator making sure that
you don't hand someone a candy cane because the story behind it is Christian. Christian words will
be purged and Parson Brown will be replaced by a circus clown as you walk through Winter
Wonderland. Macy's will want you to merely "Believe" but then won't actively reveal that they want
you to believe in Santa Claus. 

Heb 10:29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith
he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?
Heb 2:3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;

Once you know Christ and have Him in your heart and your eternity in His hands, there will ruly
be cause for celebration. The Scriptures say there is a big party in heaven celebrating every time
someone gets saved. 

Luke 15:10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over
one sinner that repenteth. 

If you are not saved, won't you turn your eternal destiny over to Christ, confess that you are a
sinner, and ask Him to save you...and then join in the celebration.

1. An emphasis on the physical is not always out of order. John 4:23, Ps 3:3, Ps 5:7, Ps 9:11, Ps
18:2, Exod 25:10,18-20, Exod 20:4-5, 2Kgs 18:4.

2. Celebrate holiness. 2Tim 3:1-5.
3. It is not only good to celebrate, God deserves our celebration. John 1:14-18, 1John 1:1-4, Rev

4:8-11, Rev 5:11-13, Ps 22:3, Ps 66:1-2, Ps 104:33-34, Ps 147:1, 1Chr 16:8-11, Ps 57:7-11.
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